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troubled femme fatale Zan—
spend nearly half the book
steaming up the metaphorical
windows with their improvised
couplings. And though Clearcut
sounds like a drugstore bodice-
ripper in premise, Shengold eas-
ily elevates it with her devotion
to the souls—and not just the
commingling body parts—of her
characters, as well as her pun-
gent language (a freshly cut log
kicks up “a backwash of warm
cedar sawdust, as fragrant as cin-
namon”). B+ —Leah Greenblatt

CHARLEMAGNE’S
TABLECLOTH
Nichola Fletcher 
Nonfiction (St. Martin’s, $24.95)

A REVOLUTION IN
EATING
James E. McWilliams 
Nonfiction (Columbia Univ., $29.95)

Fletcher’s book un-
folds like a richly
threaded,  jewel-
encrusted tapestry,
so fabulous is her
research on differ-
ent kinds of feasts
throughout history.
She describes one
held in September

1465 for the Archbishop of York
with a menu of 41,833 items of
meat, including 4,000 rabbits,
1,000 egrets, and 400 peacocks;
King Midas’ funeral feast in his
tomb in 700 B.C., which was al-
most perfectly preserved from
the desert heat; and a 15th-
century wedding in Italy in
which “the entire table service
was made out of sugar: plates,
cutlery, and even wineglasses.”
McWilliams’ subject, while less
glamorous, is still fascinating: an
examination of what colonial
Americans ate, whether they

were natives, slaves, or immi-
grants, and how those cooking
traditions have evolved ever
since. He examines the ever-
changing recipe for the rice-and-
beans dish “hoppin’ John” and
the influence of scrapple, the
Pennsylvania Dutch dish of corn-
meal and pigs’ innards, writing
engagingly, though with an
occasional dollop of academic
dryness. Still, anyone curious
about the cultural history of that
meatloaf on the dinner plate will
gobble it up. Tablecloth: A–
Revolution: B+ —Tina Jordan

THIRTY-THREE TEETH
Colin Cotterill
Mystery (Soho, $24)

Dr. Siri Paiboun is
your average 70-
something Laotian
coroner who sees
and talks to spirits,

thinks he’s the reincarnation of a
1,050-year-old Hmong shaman,
and spends much of his time
flouting the whims of his coun-
try’s wacky Communist govern-
ment. But Cotterill overcomes
the potential pitfalls in his rather
unpredictable mystery by tri-
umphantly braving the tightrope
between quirky humor (“Diar-
rhea, in its most vindictive state,
can erase even thoughts of ter-
ror”) and the surreal macabre
(“He stood there over me,
wrenched at his head with both
hands, and snapped his own
neck. He almost pulled it clean
off”). Oddly, moments of would-
be silliness—when Siri tells his
disgruntled and dying ex-neigh-
bor, “You have to beg forgiveness
from the spirit of the dog for
what you did”—emerge instead
as tragically funny and magically
sublime. B+ —Channing Joseph
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Best-Sellers

Waiting to Exhale author Terry McMillan’s

sixth novel, The Interruption of Everything,

cuts in at No. 4 this week (475,000 copies are in

print). Two spots down, Sophie Kinsella’s The
Undomestic Goddess, a stand-alone title 

outside her Shopaholic series, debuts at No. 6.

O P E N I N G  A C T S

“Although Chung Ling Soo, the ‘Marvelous Chinese Conjurer,’ had never ut-
tered a word from the stage during his long career, a moment after the 
rifles sounded, he cried out…in perfect English, ‘Oh my God. Something’s 
happened.’” — From the first chapter of Jim Steinmeyer’s THE GLORIOUS
DECEPTION: THE DOUBLE LIFE OF WILLIAM ROBINSON, AKA CHUNG LING
SOO, THE “MARVELOUS CHINESE CONJURER” (Carroll & Graf, $27)

“‘Jess?’ Her mother’s voice sounded through the hallway, mixing with the
mustiness around her so well that the sound almost had a smell. To Jess, sit-
ting in the cupboard, the sound of her name was strange, wobbly….” —Open-
ing of Helen Oyeyemi’s debut novel, THE ICARUS GIRL (Nan A. Talese, $23.95)

1 HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE 2
J.K. Rowling, Scholastic, $29.99

2 LIFEGUARD James Patterson and Andrew Gross 2
Little, Brown, $26.95

3 THE HISTORIAN Elizabeth Kostova, Little, Brown, $25.95 6

4 THE INTERRUPTION OF EVERYTHING 1
Terry McMillan, Viking, $25.95

5 UNTIL I FIND YOU John Irving, Random House, $27.95 2

6 THE UNDOMESTIC GODDESS Sophie Kinsella, Dial, $23 1

7 THE DA VINCI CODE Dan Brown, Doubleday, $24.95 121

8 ELEVEN ON TOP Janet Evanovich, St. Martin’s, $26.95 5

9 THE MERMAID CHAIR Sue Monk Kidd, Viking, $24.95 16

10 NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN Cormac McCarthy, Knopf, $24.95 1
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N O N F I C T I O N

F I C T I O N

1 NATURAL CURES “THEY” DON’T WANT YOU TO KNOW ABOUT 6
Kevin Trudeau, Alliance Publishing, $29.95

2 1776 David McCullough, Simon & Schuster, $32 9

3 100 PEOPLE WHO ARE SCREWING UP AMERICA 3
Bernard Goldberg, HarperCollins, $25.95

4 THE WORLD IS FLAT Thomas L. Friedman, FSG, $27.50 16

5 FREAKONOMICS 15
Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner, Morrow, $25.95

6 CONFESSIONS OF A VIDEO VIXEN 3
Karrine Steffans with Karen Hunter, Amistad, $24.95

7 YOUR BEST LIFE NOW Joel Osteen, Warner Faith, $19.99 40

8 THE 3-HOUR DIET Jorge Cruise, HarperResource, $24.95 5

9 THE SECRET MAN Bob Woodward, Simon & Schuster, $23 3

10 BLINK Malcolm Gladwell, Little, Brown, $25.95 28
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USER I.D.
Jenefer Shute
Novel (Houghton Mifflin, $23)

It’s easy to yawn
over news accounts
of identity theft, but
you will leap from
your bed at midnight

to change your e-mail password
and cancel that rarely used
Macy’s card after tearing through
Shute’s taut and delectable little
thriller. Fat, frisky Charlene
(she favors fake Cartier and Dr.
Laura) steals the credit history
of academic Vera de Sica (a red
wine and Ibrahim Ferrer girl),
using Vera’s info to buy gaudy
jewelry and hack into her e-mail.
Charlene constructs a glamorous
fantasy about Vera that bears 
no resemblance to the depressed,
impoverished professor, who
finds herself feeling both horrifi-
cally violated and strangely
drawn to the tasteless oppor-
tunist who has stolen her identi-
ty—and seemingly had more fun
with it. A– —Jennifer Reese

HOW TO BE A MAN
Thomas Beller
Memoir (Norton, $14.95)

We’ve all read reports
of the ever-lengthen-
ing span of emotional
adolescence, as peo-
ple in their mid-20s

still find themselves adrift. In this
amusing collection of essays, sub-
titled “Scenes From a Protracted
Boyhood,” Beller emerges as a
particularly egregious victim of
this phenomenon (the last entry
takes place when he is 39). Origi-
nally written for various maga-
zines, the pieces have a slight “Talk
of the Town” feel; in fact, most are
set in New York City. From work-
ing as a stock boy at H&H Bagels
to losing his behemoth car on the
edge of Manhattan to suffering a
depressing strip club excursion,
Beller charts his growth from Pe-

ter Pan lite to married adult. And
while the collection as a whole
teeters on the edge of precious-
ness, it proves to be an enjoyably
mature read. B —Gilbert Cruz

GOD JR.
Dennis Cooper
Novel (Black Cat, $12)

Stoned out of his
gourd, Jim crashes
his Lexus into a
phone pole, fatally
launching his teenage

son Tommy out the windshield
and paralyzing himself from the

waist down. Now Jim is con-
structing a massive, twisting,
candy-colored monument to his
dead son in his front yard based
on several obsessive drawings
Tommy left behind. That’s the ab-
sorbing setup of God Jr., which
Cooper relates through the care-
fully spare, pop-cultured prose
that has earned him a cult follow-
ing. That cult may be surprised,
though, by the touchy-feely
melancholy Cooper employs in
his payoff: Jim’s voyage through
Tommy’s favorite Nintendo
game, an engrossingly surreal
conceit that fizzles out with

aphorisms like “Love’s this thing
you’d call the biggest prize in
life.” B– —Adam B. Vary

CLEARCUT
Nina Shengold 
Debut Novel (Anchor, $13)

In playwright Shen-
gold’s first novel, the
dense, remote forests
of the Pacific North-
west are foggy with

more than just precipitation: Her
logging-crew protagonists—
rugged loner Earley, privileged
Berkeley dropout Reed, and

COMMON FOE (Desper-
ado, $3.50) Combat

makes strange bed-

fellows—particularly if

you’re an American WWII

platoon allied with Nazis

when demon vampires

start spilling out of a pit

in your battle zone. Writ-

ers Keith Giffen and Shannon Denton craft a

rat-a-tat narrative that puts the spotlight on

artist Jean-Jacques Dzialowski, who delivers

a hint of Joe Kubert’s scraggly Sgt. Rock
style. Still, after two issues of mostly table-

setting skirmishing, we’re wondering when

all hell is gonna break loose. B —Tom Russo

THE RABBI’S CAT (Pan-
theon, $21.95) The 

narrator of Joann Sfar’s 

visually exciting but

narratively flimsy comic

is a gaunt gray cat with

enormous acid-green

eyes who lives with an

Algerian rabbi and his

voluptuous daughter. After eating a parrot,

the cat acquires—then loses—the gift 

of speech; the rabbi worries about losing his

job. Despite some wonderful, richly colored

drawings, the pointless, disjointed plot

makes this an intriguing novelty rather than

a must-read volume. B– —JR

SMOKE (IDW, $7.49)
Writer Alex de Campi and

artist Igor Kordey seem

intent on evoking Alan

Moore’s richly textured

dystopian visions, from

a backdrop reminiscent

of V for Vendetta to 

a smiley-face-in-riot-

gear cover echoing Watchmen. Set in 2012

London, the three-issue tale focuses on 

an albino covert operative shadowing 

shadow governments and quashing terror-

ists. Smoke’s big picture is at times hazy, 

but the details—like hostage-crisis com-

memorative T-shirts—merit a look. B —TR

THE RIDE (Image, $9.99)
There is something

undeniably captivating

about balls-to-the-wall

pulp storytelling. And

that’s just what The Ride
is: a B&W anthology re-

volving around a mint ’68

Camaro and the many,

many ways people are killing around, by, or

because of it. Like any anthology, some of 

the stories misfire, but when they hit (like

“Language Barrier,” told almost entirely in

Chinese, and “Wheels of Change, Act II,” star-

ring Brian Stelfreeze’s deliciously depraved

art), they hit hard. A– —Marc Bernardin

COMIC BOOKS 101: CARS, CATS, AND COMBAT


