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As part of the College’s AHCommunity TeacHn on the War orTerror,

Oberlin’s Democratic Congressman Sherrod Brown gave a keynote addr@small
crowd at Finey Chapel on Saturday, Sept.14fter a lengthy introduction b ollege
President Nancy Dyen Brown’s background as Oberlin’s congressional representative
and the importance of the teaoh the congresman walkeadlown from thechapel stage
and addressetthe audiencenore informallyfrom thegroundlevel.

Surprisingly, although the speech had bedwmertised by the Office of the
President under the title “Congress and the War Powers Act,” Brown’slbogrtalk did
not specificadly address the War Powers Act of 1973, which prevents any U.S. President
from waging undeclared war for more than 90 days without the approval of Congress. In
fact, Brown'’s address did not even hover longtbarelated topicsnentioned in
President Dye’sntroduction such as the controversial possibility of U.S. j@raptive
strikes against Irag.

Instead, the congressman focused at lengtvioat he calledhe mary
“disturbing” actsalreadybeing committed by the U.S. governmemtdwhat he deemed
to bethe “corporatist, unilateralist” agela ofPresident George W. Bush'’s
administration.

Therepresentativbegan by describinthe behavior of many.S. government
officials as ‘insidiouspolitical profiteering,”andcomparedt to the “war profiteering’of
gas station owners who raised thieiel prices during the immediate aftermath of last
year’s attacks on Sept. 1To support his positiorBrown claimed that many politicians
since that time have tried to “take advantage” of the crisis by proposing tocuts, by
spending billionsn grants and loans tairline corporations while doing little to aid
massivaairline employee layoffsand by rallying around national missile defepakin
order to increase thepolitical standings

“By invoking Septl1, you get more votes... [angbur rdings go up,” Brown
said,adding that some members of Congress are “like lapdogs.”

The congressman’s criticism then turned to the P:@sident, whim, he claimed
allowscorporations to determinaany government poli@s. In expressing this opinion,
Brown propounded the beli¢hatPresident Bush has permittetgor energy
corporationgo decideenergy guidelingsWall Streetbusinesset makesocial security
policy, insurance companies to $dedicareproceduresandoil giantsto determine
environmentalaws

Brown thenquoted Johns Hopkins University economics pesor Francis
Fukuyama to illustrate the gravity of his next point. He saigd“Americans are largely
innocent of the fact that much of the rest of the widsklieves that it is American power,
and not terrorists with weapons of mass destruction, that is destabilizing the world.”

As a basis for this claim, the congressman went on to spealof the major increase
in the United States defense budget, which hequoted as $47 billion, falsely stating
that the increase was greater than any other courgntisemilitary budget and 6@imes
that ofthe total budgets ahe “axispowes,” Iran, Iraq and North Koreddowever to the



congressman’s good fortune, haufty statisticglid not completely mar hisitended
argumenthat the U.S. military budgeaind thus “American power,” is quite strang
According to theCenter for Defense Informatiothe rise in U.S. defense fds is
actually the slightly highesum of$48 billion. In fact, the increaséselfis indeedmore
than any other country'®tal defenseébudget e&ceptRussids $60 billionfundand is
about ® times the $11.8 billion totalf the “axis powers.The risebrings the U.S.
defense budget to a tremang sum of $396.1 billion.

Representativ8rown thenwenton togive an emotionallywrenching description
of the tragedy he sees in spending these billions on defensetivd&hsS. is contributing
only 0.1% of its gross domestic product to internationd] despitethe factthat the
United Nations (U.N.) recomands aminimum contributionof 0.7%.According to U.N.
estimates, he said, diseases suctubsrcuosis, AIDS, and malaria, whickill a total of
six million peoplea year, could be manad on $15illion, out of whichthe U.S.’s
contributian would be only $4 or $5 billionBrown bdieves that many of these facts
about America’s spending prioritiegll prove detrimental to the country, in light of his
view thatthe U.S. hasdone “very little to enhnce... [its]standing in the world

In offering his opinionsn how best the United States should act to improve its
reputation in the international communig§rown suggestethat “Americans should cut
energy use,” catel debts in the pooresbuntriesand “commit $5 billionto fighting
infectious diseasé&snternationally.

The congressmatien concluded his addresas an unexpectedigptimistic note,
stating,"Don’t give up hope. We’re counting on students at Oberlin Collegee on the
vanguard of tfs... It's a difficult time, but it's not a pessimistic time.”



