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ARTEMIS FOWL: 
THE OPAL DECEPTION
Eoin Colfer
Fantasy (Hyperion/Miramax
Books, $16.95)

Need…more…pix-
ie…dust. Colfer’s
Artemis Fowl se-
ries—about a young,
nefarious Irish mas-

termind and his adventures 
with fairies—has always been
staunchly uncute. The elves and
centaurs Artemis runs with (and
often runs a-fowl of) are technol-
ogy-toting, gizmo-obsessed bad-
asses. But in this fourth edition,
Colfer is practically channeling
Tom Clancy. Fowl and wary elf
Holly Short reteam to keep a
“murdering pixie genius” named
Opal Koboi from pitting humans
against fairies. The characters—
especially sarcastic Artemis, now
14—are still a blast, but Colfer
seems too dazzled by all the gad-
getry and explosives jammed into
this tale. C+ —Gillian Flynn

THE INNOCENT
Harlan Coben
Thriller (Dutton, $26.95)

Matt Hunter, the or-
dinary-guy hero of
Coben’s busy new
thriller, takes a phone
call from his preg-

nant wife, Olivia, on his new
videophone—and sees her in a
platinum blond wig reclining on
a bed with another man. Did
Olivia place the call? If not, 
who did? And why? Meanwhile,
homicide investigator Loren
Muse looks into the mysterious
death of a 62-year-old nun
whose breast implants (discov-
ered while the Mother Superior
was giving her chest compres-

sions) suggest she may have led
a less-than-virtuous life. These
two story lines—and multiple,
sleazy subplots—grow sinis-
ter and begin to intertwine. 
The juicy Innocent sprints
along right up until Coben’s
preposterous, sentimental
fiasco of a finale. B– —JR

CITIZEN VINCE
Jess Walter
Thriller (ReganBooks, $24.95)

Who in  h i s  r ight
mind enjoys manag-
ing an establishment
called Donut Make
You Hungry? Vince

Camden does. It’s the eve of the
1980 election and Vince, a former
two-bit NYC criminal with Mob
ties, lives quietly in witness
protection in Spokane, Wash.
He’s befriended a hooker/aspiring
realtor and reads experimental
fiction (Robert Coover, LeRoi
Jones) to woo a pretty young
legal secretary. Then a guy from
back East arrives, and one of
Vince’s associates turns up dead.
As Vince goes on the lam, Walter
introduces a few more quirky
characters and narrative loop-
holes. Citizen Vince is a cruller of
a crime novel: Despite the empty
calories, it’s twisty, it’s surpri-
singly light, and it goes down
real easy. B+ —Thom Geier

tradition even as it’s tempted by
Western trappings. Though her
debut doesn’t quite match the
nuance and color of Indian-Ameri-
can Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter
of Maladies, the Bangalore-
based Sankaran offers a pro-
mising and intriguing Red Carpet
ride. B+ —Nisha Gopalan

THE TREEHOUSE
Naomi Wolf
Memoir (Simon & Schuster, $24)

From her 1991 best-
seller The Beauty
Myth to 2001’s Mis-
conceptions, Wolf has
long wagged her fin-

ger at Them for trying to keep
Us down. Now she embarks on a
very different project: a portrait
of her father, Leonard Wolf. A
teacher, poet, wearer of out-
landish costumes, and all-around
bohemian, the charismatic
Leonard believes art is the an-
swer to, well, everything. “When
people spend time around my
dad,” she writes, “they are al-
ways quitting their sensible jobs
with good benefits to become
schoolteachers, or agitators, or
lutenists.” Over the course of six
months, Wolf and her father
build a treehouse for her daugh-
ter, Rosa. As they hammer away,
Leonard teaches Wolf every-

thing he knows about writing
and life. Turns out the old man
knows quite a bit, and Wolf ’s
prose surprises with humor, inti-
macy, and, of all things, tender-
ness. A– —Claire Dederer

BOY A
Jonathan Trigell
Debut Novel (Serpent’s Tail, $14)

Trigell’s haunting
debut (loosely based
on a real 1990s case)
follows a nine-year-
old who commits a

gruesome murder and gets
dubbed by politicians and news-
papers “The Evilest Boy in

Britain.” Fifteen years later,
Boy A—a.k.a. Jack Burridge, 
an alias chosen to hide his iden-
tity from the still-outraged pub-
lic—wins release from prison
and re-immerses himself in a
world that’s unforgiving but
strangely tantalizing. He dis-
covers the opposite sex (“a 
new species: of legs, of lips, of
breasts, of hips, of eyes, of
thighs”), while still tormented
by violent urges and the fear
that his past will be discovered.
Though Trigell masterfully
builds sympathy for Jack, the
story’s overly ambiguous end-
ing leaves a bittersweet ache for
more. B+ —Channing Joseph
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NOT-SO-LITTLE ‘MERMAID’

SOURCE: PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, WEEK OF APRIL 4–10, 2005
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Best-Sellers

Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees has

sold over 4 million copies and dominated pa-

perback charts for the last two years. So it’s

no surprise that her follow-up, The Mermaid
Chair, debuts at No. 2 (with 480,000 copies 

in print). In nonfiction, Thomas L. Friedman’s

The World Is Flat also lands at No. 2.

O P E N I N G  A C T S

“Be careful what you wish for. I know that for a fact. Wishes are brutal, un-
forgiving things. They burn your tongue the moment they’re spoken and you
can never take them back. They bruise and bake and come back to haunt you.
I’ve made far too many wishes in my lifetime, the first when I was eight years
old. Not the sort of wish for ice cream or a party dress or long blond hair.” 
—First lines of Alice Hoffman’s novel THE ICE QUEEN (Little, Brown, $23.95)

“She perches on the rim of the monstrous porcelain bathtub and slaps the
crook of her Auschwitz-thin arm, trying to raise one pastel green subcuta-
neous thoroughfare. Stick it in, stick it in, stick it in. FInd the blood. The shouts
and screams of alley kids vibrate the rank fizzy air.” —Opening lines of actor-
playwright Eric Bogosian’s novel WASTED BEAUTY (Simon & Schuster, $24)

1 STAR WARS: REVENGE OF THE SITH 2
Matthew Stover, Del Rey/LucasBooks, $25.95

2 THE MERMAID CHAIR Sue Monk Kidd, Viking, $24.95 1

3 NO PLACE LIKE HOME 1
Mary Higgins Clark, Simon & Schuster, $25.95

4 THE DA VINCI CODE Dan Brown, Doubleday, $24.95 106

5 YA-YAS IN BLOOM Rebecca Wells, HarperCollins, $24.95 2

6 SATURDAY Ian McEwan, Doubleday/Talese, $26 3

7 HONEYMOON 8
James Patterson and Howard Roughan, Little, Brown, $27.95

8 WITH NO ONE AS WITNESS 4
Elizabeth George, HarperCollins, $26.95

9 THE BROKER John Grisham, Doubleday, $27.95 13

10 THE FIVE PEOPLE YOU MEET IN HEAVEN 79
Mitch Albom, Hyperion, $19.95

1 THE PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIFE Rick Warren, Zondervan, $19.99 113

2 THE WORLD IS FLAT Thomas L. Friedman, FSG, $27.50 1

3 WINNING Jack Welch with Suzy Welch, HarperBusiness, $27.95 1

4 MY LIFE SO FAR Jane Fonda, Random House, $26.95 1

5 BLINK Malcolm Gladwell, Little, Brown, $25.95 13

6 YOUR BEST LIFE NOW Joel Osteen, Warner Faith, $19.99 25

7 STAR WARS: REVENGE OF THE SITH: THE VISUAL DICTIONARY 2
James Luceno, et al., DK, $19.99

8 FRENCH WOMEN DON’T GET FAT Mireille Guiliano, Knopf, $22 14

9 THE SOUTH BEACH DIET Arthur Agatston, M.D., Rodale, $24.95 100

10 THE 3-HOUR DIET Jorge Cruise, HarperResource, $24.95 2

N O N F I C T I O N

F I C T I O N

On Gilmore Girls, Alexis

Bledel’s Rory lounged

with Dave Eggers’ 

A Heartbreaking Work

of Staggering Genius

(Vintage, $14.95) be-

tween breaking Marty’s

heart and making out

with a work of staggering

hotness, Logan. Plot Parallels Eggers tells the true story of his

Gilmoresque relationship with his younger brother, whom he

raised after their parents’ deaths, in chatty, pop-culture-laden

prose. Why It’s Worth Turning Off the TV Eggers’ touching tale,

told with ironic detachment, makes him the perfect young-book-

geek icon (as evidenced by Rory’s pinup-style poster of him).

On The West Wing, Martin

Sheen’s President Bart-

let borrowed adviser

Leo’s copy of Ernest

Hemingway’s A Farewell

to Arms (Scribner, $13).
Leo was prepping for 

a trip to Papa’s home in

Cuba, where he met with

Fidel Castro. Plot Parallels Hmmm, why would grizzled, cynical,

recovering alcoholic Leo relate to Hemingway’s semiautobio-

graphical masterpiece? Why It’s Worth Turning Off the TV The

epic romance between WWI ambulance driver Frederic Henry 

and British military nurse Catherine Barkley weaves love, death,

friendship, and battle together with a gripping starkness.

On The O.C., Mischa 

Barton’s Marissa ex-

plored Please Kill Me

(Penguin, $16), Legs 

McNeil and Gillian 

McCain’s oral history of

punk—at the same 

time she explored Olivia

Wilde’s Alex, Newport

Beach’s resident lesbian. Plot Parallels Alex wears CBGB’s 

T-shirts and manages the local indie-rock venue the Bait Shop,

but Marissa’s rebellion is pretty innocuous—by Iggy Pop 

standards, anyway. Why It’s Worth Turning Off the TV Sure, that

Green Day album is good. Sure, Alex had fun purple-streaked

hair. But don’t you want to know what punk really was?

On Lost, Josh Holloway’s

Sawyer got headaches

from reading Madeleine

L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in

Time (Laurel-Leaf, $6.50)
and learned he needed

glasses. Plot Parallels Is

show cocreator J.J.

Abrams trying to tell us

that the castaways—like the kids in L’Engle’s classic—have

“tessered” into the fifth dimension to find their fathers, trapped

somewhere outside of time and battling forces of evil? It’s as good

an explanation as any. Why It’s Worth Turning Off the TV Unlike

serialized TV, A Wrinkle in Time actually ends. Story resolution is

so refreshing. —Jennifer Armstrong and Whitney Pastorek

AS READ ON TV: PRIME-TIME CHARACTERS HIT THE BOOKS

Author
Walter

E N T E R T A I N M E N T  W E E K LY  ( I S S N  1 0 4 9 0 4 3 4 )  I S  P U B L I S H E D  W E E K LY,  E X C E P T  T H E  F I R S T  I S S U E S  O F  J A N U A R Y,  M AY,  A N D  J U LY  A N D  T H E  L A S T  I S S U E  O F  A U G U S T,  B Y  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  W E E K LY  I N C . ,  A  W H O L LY  O W N E D  S U B S I D I A R Y  O F  T I M E

I N C .  P R I N C I P A L  O F F I C E :  1 6 7 5  B R O A D W A Y,  N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 1 9 .  A N D Y  S A R E Y A N ,  P R E S I D E N T ;  N A N C Y  R Y A N ,  T R E A S U R E R ;  J O H N  S .  R E D P A T H ,  S E C R E T A R Y.  P E R I O D I C A L S  P O S T A G E  P A I D  A T  N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y,  A N D  A D D I T I O N A L  M A I L I N G

O F F I C E S .  U . S .  S U B S C R I P T I O N :  $ 6 1 . 0 4  F O R  5 6  I S S U E S .  C A N A D A  P O S T  P U B L I C A T I O N S  M A I L  A G R E E M E N T  N O .  4 0 1 1 0 1 7 8 .  R E T U R N  U N D E L I V E R A B L E  C A N A D A  A D D R E S S E S  T O :  P O S T A L  S T N .  A ,  P . O .  B O X  4 3 2 7 ,  T O R O N T O ,  O N  M 5 W  3 H 5 .  G S T

1 2 4 8 0 6 6 4 7 R T.  P O S T M A S T E R :  S E N D  A D D R E S S  C H A N G E S  T O  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  W E E K L Y,  P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  3 0 6 0 8 ,  T A M P A ,  F L  3 3 6 3 0 - 0 6 0 8 ,  O R  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T  W W W . E W . C O M / S U B S C R I B E R  S E R V I C E S .  © 2 0 0 5  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

W E E K LY  I N C .  A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D .  R E P R O D U C T I O N  I N  W H O L E  O R  I N  P A R T  W I T H O U T  P E R M I S S I O N  I S  P R O H I B I T E D .  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  W E E K LY,  E W,  C R I T I C A L  M A S S ,  L I S T E N  T O  T H I S ,  T H E  M U S T  L I S T,  A N D  T H E  S H AW  R E P O R T  A R E  R E G I S T E R E D

T R A D E M A R K S  O F  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  W E E K LY  I N C .  S U B S C R I B E R S :  I F  T H E  P O S T A L  A U T H O R I T I E S  A L E R T  U S  T H A T  Y O U R  M A G A Z I N E  I S  U N D E L I V E R A B L E ,  W E  H A V E  N O  F U R T H E R  O B L I G A T I O N  U N L E S S  W E  R E C E I V E  A  C O R R E C T E D  A D D R E S S

W I T H I N  T W O  Y E A R S .  M A I L I N G  L I S T :  W E  M A K E  A  P O R T I O N  O F  O U R  M A I L I N G  L I S T  A V A I L A B L E  T O  R E P U T A B L E  F I R M S .  I F  Y O U  W O U L D  P R E F E R  T H A T  W E  N O T  I N C L U D E  Y O U R  N A M E ,  P L E A S E  C A L L  O R  W R I T E  U S .  P R I N T E D  I N  T H E  U S A . ♦ ♦
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