NAME OF GROUP: McTry, Inc., or Damn Companies, was founded in 2001 but officially opened its gates four months ago, damncompanies.com.

M.O.: Established by former auto salesman (now realtor) Ron McKay, Damn Companies (named in honor of the enemy) exists because he “just feel[s] bad for people” who get taken advantage of. If you provide your name, address, phone, E-mail, and credit card number, DC will post your complaint online and nag the company involved until you are safely outside the bounds of your consumer inferno.

FEE: 10% of what your guilty company pays you back. $1 if you just want to post your complaint (but they’ve been waiving that one for a while).

TIMING: As long as it takes to get results. (Hopefully not an eternity.)

PROS: For McKay, whose fortune came with real estate, the amount of money your case involves is no concern. His motto: “The economy is tough enough without being cheated besides.” 

CONS: By McKay’s own admission, the site needs to be more “eye-catching” and “user-friendly.”

BEST FOR: Difficult to tell as yet, since McKay and Friends have taken on so few cases. But, ideally, no case is off-limits.

STATS: Since operations began a few months ago, Damn Companies has taken on 15 cases and solved three for a 20% success rate.

SUCCESS STORY: Mr. “L”’s airbag lights were perpetually on, but when he visited the dealer to check for faulty wiring, the mechanic accidentally deployed the airbags, breaking the car’s windshield. But get this: the “repairman” then told Mr. “L” to ask his insurance provider to cover the damage, refusing to repair the harm that the wire-tinkering had caused. Ten days after contacting Damn Companies, Mr. “L” got the dealership to plead guilty and pay up to the tune of $2,400, the total cost of the damage.

RATING: *** (out of 5)

-Channing Joseph
