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The Kindess of Strangers, edited by Don George

Rubber-stamped with a preface from the Dalai Lama, this collection may find a home amid today’s hipsters and spirit-seekers, gathering some twenty-six breezy anecdotes from world-wanderers saved by the compassion of locals in far-flung lands. Yet the trendy vision often flatlines, arrested by way too many tales of how one whiny urban damsel after the next gets herself marooned in the Sahara or locked out of her rental car in a Pacific island downpour only to be saved by the very Wodaabe tribesman or muscular Polynesian she feared would be her demise. But a few gems make it worth a look-see.

