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Reno, Nev.,

Mattress Fire
Leaves Six Dead

By TOM GARDNER 
RENO, Nev. — A woman set fire to a

mattress and touched off a blaze that
killed six people and gutted much of a
historic brick building in Reno’s down-
town casino district, authorities said
yesterday.

The woman was arrested on arson
and murder charges in Tuesday night’s
fire at the Mizpah Hotel, police said. It
was the city’s deadliest blaze in more
than 40 years.

About 30 people were injured, some
of them after they leaped out the win-
dows of the three-story building, which
was primarily a residential hotel.

Firefighters said they did not know
of anyone still missing in the fire, but
they had yet to search some areas.The
roof collapsed, and authorities said the
building would have to be shored up.

Police Chief Michael Poehlman said
Valerie Moore, 47, set fire to a mattress
in her hotel room. Officials said they
were trying to figure out why.

Police said 60 to 80 people were in-
side the 84-year-old, recently renovated
hotel when the fire started. It quickly
engulfed the north wing of the hotel,
near Harrah’s casino. None of the
downtown high-rise hotel-casinos were
threatened.

— Associated Press

Man Convicted
Of Mutilating

Daughter, 2
By ERRIN HAINES

LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. — An
Ethiopian immigrant was convicted
yesterday of the genital mutilation of
his 2-year-old daughter and was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison in what was
believed to be the first such criminal
case in America.

Khalid Adem, 30, was found guilty of
aggravated battery and cruelty to chil-
dren.Prosecutors said he used scissors to
remove his daughter’s clitoris in his fam-
ily’s Atlanta-area apartment in 2001.

The child’s mother, Fortunate Adem,
said she did not discover it until more
than a year later.

Adem, who had no criminal record,
could have been sentenced to up to 40
years in prison. He held his face in his
hands and wept loudly after the jury’s
verdict was read.

During her father’s trial, the girl, now
7, clutched a teddy bear as she testified
on videotape that her father “cut me on
my private part.”

— Associated Press

Court Blocks 
Order To Identify
Cheney’s Visitors

By JOSH GERSTEIN
Staff Reporter of the Sun

A federal appeals court has blocked
a district judge’s ruling that could have
led to the disclosure of the identities of
visitors to Vice President Cheney’s
home and White House office.

Late yesterday afternoon, a three-
judge panel of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the D.C. Circuit granted an
emergency stay of the lower judge’s or-
der, which required the Secret Service
to turn over two years of visitor logs to
the Washington Post or offer a detailed
legal justification for withholding the
records.

The appeals judges, Karen Hender-
son, David Sentelle, and David Tatel,
did not offer a detailed explanation for
their decision. The government “satis-
fied the stringent standards required
for a stay,” the judges wrote.

The newspaper argued that the up-
coming election lent urgency to its
Freedom of Information Act request.
The district judge, Ricardo Urbina,
concurred.

FBI Says Bombers
Plotted Explosion

Over U.S. Cities 
By DAN EGGEN

WASHINGTON — A group of al-
leged terrorists arrested in London in
August planned to blow up airliners
over American cities to maximize ca-
sualties, rather than over the Atlantic
Ocean as many intelligence officials
originally thought, according to recent
remarks by a senior FBI official.

The comments by Mark Mershon,
head of the FBI’s New York field office,
indicate that American and British in-
telligence officials now think that the
airliner plot was aimed at maximizing
the potential loss of life and economic
impact.

— The Washington Post

By RICHARD MINITER
Special to the Sun

WASHINGTON — The Predator un-
manned spy plane, usually seen in the
skies above Afghanistan, will soon be
deployed over the America-Mexico bor-
der, Governor Perry of Texas said yes-
terday.

A squadron of 16 Predator I–Bs will
be based in Texas’s Ellington Air Force
Base starting sometime next year, the
governor said. As commander in chief
of the Texas Air National Guard, of
which the Predators will be a part, Mr.
Perry will exercise some control over
the deployment of the U.S. Air Force-
owned planes.

The Predators will fly over the 16
Texas counties that line Mexican bor-
der, as well as patrol the Houston ship
channel and the petrochemical plants
that line the Lone Star State’s Gulf
Coast. The governor emphasized that
the primary cruising ground for the
planes will be the stretches of desert
along the border.

Mr. Perry said he is certain the drone
planes will enhance border security.

While flying unseen and unheard
thousands of feet overhead, the Preda-
tor can accurately read a license plate
or scan the faces of people in a moving
vehicle.

The deployment is the latest phase
of a stepped-up border enforcement
plan the governor undertook last year.
Spending $25 million of his own budg-

et — as opposed to the much-larger
state budget controlled by the Legisla-
ture — Mr.Perry has initiated dozens of
“border surges” using local police and
sheriffs alongside state police and park
personnel from across Texas and the
U.S. Border Patrol. The enforcement
campaigns, lasting weeks at selected
sites between El Paso and Brownsville,
Texas, have cut incidences of violent
crime by 60% compared to the same
month in 2005, Mr. Perry said.

Mr. Perry said he sees border secu-
rity as a crime-fighting issue and not
an effort to punish economic mi-
grants. Until the border crackdown,
12 of the predominantly Hispanic bor-
der counties were suffering a rapid in-
crease in violent crimes: murders,
rapes, drug trafficking, gang attacks,
and even a rash of daylight kidnap-
pings of American women taken to
Mexico for ransom.

The original purpose of placing the
Predators in Texas is to train U.S. Air
Force pilots to operate the unmanned
aerial vehicles remotely over safe
ground.After training, the Predator pi-
lots will guide the planes from Ameri-
can bases over Afghanistan, Iraq, and
other countries.

Hellfire missiles from Predator
planes have been credited with killing
Mohammed Atef, then the chief of Al
Qaeda’s military wing, in Afghanistan
in November 2001, as well as other top
terrorists and Taliban officials over the

past five years.
The Predators will fly unarmed over

Texas.
Moving to the congressional elec-

tions less than a week away, the Repub-
lican governor made a surprising pre-
diction yesterday.

Senator Kerry’s contentious remarks
about American soldiers in Iraq could
cost Democrats one or two congression-
al seats in Texas, Mr. Perry said.

Internal party polls, as well as public
opinion surveys published in the Hous-
ton Chronicle, show that the race for
Republican Tom DeLay’s congressional
seat is now “50–50,” he said.The Mass-
achusetts Democrat’s remarks, he said,
will depress Democratic turnout by a
“point or two” in that one-time Repub-
lican stronghold.

Democratic Party campaign leaders,
as well as an oft-quoted campaign
watcher, Charlie Cook, have said De-
mocrats would pick up Mr. DeLay’s for-
mer seat.

Mr. Perry also said Mr. Kerry’s re-
marks could help Republicans in
Texas’s 17th Congressional District, a
seat long held by Democrat Rep.

Chet Edwards. Many political ob-
servers expect Democrats to hold
that seat.

But Mr. Perry said Mr. Edwards’s dis-
trict is home to tens of thousands of ac-
tive and retired military service person-
nel — and that it hosts one of the

largest U.S. Army bases in the world.
“It is [still] the hardest race in Texas”

for Republicans, the governor said,
however, and added that he will call on
the Republican candidate, Van Taylor,
to attack Mr. Kerry’s remarks on all the
radio stations in the district.

Unmanned Spy Planes To Patrol U.S. Border
TEXAS GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES DRONES WILL BE BASED AT ELLINGTON AIRBASE
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By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO 
ATLANTA — A civil rights group

sued the U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agency yesterday,
claiming its agents had harassed five
American citizens of Mexican descent
during raids targeting illegal immi-
grants in southeast Georgia.

The Southern Poverty Law Center
said the agents were engaging in a
“Gestapo-like” campaign to drive Lati-
nos out of the area.It claimed the agents
entered houses without warrants,
stopped cars on the street,terrified Lati-
nos and vandalized their property.

“They trampled on the constitution-
al rights of every person of Hispanic de-
scent who was unfortunate to be in
their way,” an attorney with the center
who is representing the plaintiffs,Mary
Bauer, said. “You don’t get to stop all
who look brown.”

The center, based in Montgomery,
Ala., wants an injunction preventing
ICE from conducting similar raids, as
well as unspecified compensation for
the plaintiffs.

ICE spokesman Marc Raimondi
called the accusations “patently false.”

He said agents were looking only for
immigrants who used fraudulent docu-
ments to work at a local poultry plant.

The complaint, filed in federal court,
concerns a sweep in which more than
120 illegal immigrants were rounded
up around Stillmore in rural southeast-
ern Georgia.

The arrests started at the Crider Inc.
poultry plant September 1. Over the
Labor Day weekend, agents converged
on workers’ homes after getting the ad-
dresses of suspected illegal immigrants
from Crider’s files.

Agents raided the Reidsville house
where 14-year-old Marie Justeen Man-
cha was alone getting ready for school,
the Texas-born teenager said. She said
she had unlocked the door thinking her

mother was returning home and found
instead several agents in her house, one
of whom had his hand on a holstered gun.

“It scares me,” Ms. Mancha said at a
news conference. “I thought me being
born in the U.S., they couldn’t do this.”

Ms. Mancha said the agents asked
her if she or her mother, who had
worked at the Crider poultry plant,
were here illegally,then left after about
five minutes. Her mother, Maria
Christina Martinez, said she was born
in Florida and was the only adult living
in the house.

Another plaintiff alleges that agents
stopped her as she was driving home,
repeatedly called her a Mexican and
pulled her out of her car. After she in-
sisted she was born in Texas and had a
valid Georgia driver’s license, agents
let her go, according to the lawsuit.

The agency, its heads, and the 30
agents involved in the raid are listed as
defendants.

Mr. Raimondi declined to comment
on the specifics of the accusations, but
said race and ethnicity play no role in
the agency’s work. The agency is re-
viewing the accusations but its enforce-
ment work is continuing, he said.

A sixth plaintiff in the case is a trail-
er park landlord who claims his proper-
ty was damaged when federal agents
broke into numerous trailers.

The center is seeking class-action sta-
tus for the lawsuit to cover everyone of
Hispanic origin or appearance who lives
within the area covered by immigration
agents headquartered in Atlanta.

The federal government has reported
that Georgia had the fastest- growing il-
legal immigrant population in the coun-
try.The number more than doubled from
an estimated 220,000 in 2000 to 470,000
last year. This year, state lawmakers
passed some of the nation’s toughest
measures targeting illegal immigrants.

— Associated Press

U.S. Immigration Office Is Sued
For Alleged Harassment 

By MICHAEL RUBINKAM
ALLENTOWN, Pa. — A federal

judge on Tuesday blocked the city of
Hazleton from enforcing a pair of ordi-
nances targeting illegal immigrants,
just hours before the measures were to
go into effect.The measures, approved
by City Council last month, would have
imposed fines on landlords who rent to
illegal immigrants and denied business
permits to companies that give them
jobs. They also would have required
tenants to register with City Hall and
pay for a rental permit.

U.S. District Judge James Munley
ruled that landlords, tenants, and busi-
nesses that cater to Hispanics faced “ir-
reparable harm” from the laws and is-
sued a temporary restraining order
blocking their enforcement.

“We find it in the public interest to
protect residents’ access to homes, ed-
ucation, jobs, and businesses,” he
wrote in a 13-page opinion.

Hispanic groups and the ACLU sued
Hazleton on Monday,contending that the
laws trample on the federal government’s
exclusive power to regulate immigration.

The plaintiffs include the Hazleton
Hispanic Business Association, land-
lords,a restaurateur,and several illegal
immigrants facing eviction, including
children who attend public schools.

Mayor Lou Barletta, who spearhead-
ed the crackdown, has argued that ille-
gal immigrants have brought an in-
crease in drugs, crime, and gangs to the
city.The city’s lawyers on Tuesday cited
a 10% increase in crime between 2004

and 2005 as a reason why the ordi-
nances should be enforced.

Judge Munley,however,wrote that the
city “offers only vague generalizations
about the crime allegedly caused by ille-
gal immigrants but has nothing concrete
to back up these claims.” The city also
failed to provide statistics on the number
of illegal immigrants living in Hazleton,
he wrote. Furthermore, Judge Munley
wrote, the plaintiffs have a “reasonable
probability” of getting the laws declared
unconstitutional.

Hazleton’s crackdown, which was
announced in June, has spurred other
towns to pass similar laws. Municipal
officials view the Hazleton lawsuit and
a similar one in Riverside, N.J., as test
cases. The legal director of the ACLU
of Pennsylvania, Witold Walczak,
hailed Tuesday’s decision as an impor-
tant victory.

“I think what’s important is the judge
recognized that this ordinance has the
potential to cause real harm by costing
people their jobs, their houses, and re-
quiring children to leave schools,” he
said. The judge’s restraining order ex-
pires November 14.He indicated that he
will schedule a hearing on the ACLU’s
motion for a temporary injunction.

Mr. Barletta said he is convinced the
courts will ultimately uphold the law.
He noted his lawyers had only a few
hours to prepare for Tuesday’s hearing
and said he is confident they will
“prove our right to defend and protect
our citizens.”

— Associated Press

Federal Judge Blocks Pa. City
From Enforcing Anti-Immigrant Laws
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SHOOTINGS After reports of a multiple shooting on the 2200 block of Market Street in San Francisco on Tuesday, police
secure the area. Several people were shot as a Halloween party in the city’s Castro district wound down, police said.

By LOUISE CHU
SAN FRANCISCO — Gunfire broke

out between two groups at a massive
Halloween street party in the city’s
Castro district, wounding at least 10
people, including innocent bystanders,
police said yesterday.

The shooting began around 10:40
p.m. Tuesday as authorities were dis-
persing thousands of revelers under a
curfew aimed at controlling the tradi-
tionally raucous party.

Two people were detained for ques-
tioning, but no one had been arrested
early yesterday, police Captain Al Cas-
ciato said.He said two groups of people
had gotten into an altercation when the
shooting began.

One victim was listed in critical condi-
tion at San Francisco General Hospital.

The once-spontaneous and unsanc-
tioned party was taken over by the city
four years ago after police recorded
five stabbings and a number of assaults

in a 2002 crowd of 500,000 people and
confiscated a chain saw.

Officials and members of the dis-
trict’s large gay community said the
party had started attracting gay bash-
ers along with the usual colorfully cos-
tumed characters.

On Tuesday night, city officials
ramped up the police presence, re-
duced the number of entertainment
stages from three to one and cut off the
festivities at 11 p.m.

“We had the sheriff’s department
screening people for weapons and alco-
hol. Obviously you have a major event
— a lot of different spots” to patrol,
said police spokesman Neville Gittens
said. “I can’t explain how this hap-
pened. Unfortunately, it did happen,
and we are investigating to find out
who is the cause of the shooting.”

Ted Morales, 43, said he was working
as a volunteer security guard for the
event when he “heard someone empty

their gun” in the crowd.
“When the shooting happened, peo-

ple just dove to the ground like a wall
of water,” said Mr. Morales, who did not
see what led up to the shooting. A
woman standing near him was grazed
in the neck by a bullet, he said.

Sophia Vlahiotis, who owns Capri
Ristorante Pizza just yards from the
scene, was outside selling pizzas when
a crowd of people fleeing the bullets
began running in her direction.

“They pushed the table over, the oven
fell and then I realized it was gunshots,”
she said.“They were trying to get into the
restaurant, there were so many people.”

Ms. Vlahiotis, who did not see what
led up to the shooting, said this year
may be her last participating in the
Halloween party.

“I’m still shaking,” she said. “I don’t
know if I want to do this again. It’s not
worth my life.”

— Associated Pres

Gunfire Breaks Out at a San Francisco Halloween Party 

By CHANNING JOSEPH
Staff Reporter of the Sun

If you’re an exhibitionist will-
ing to strip and lie down in a pool
of blood,or if you would get a kick
out of being part of a pornograph-
ic human pyramid, then it may be
your lucky day if you can hustle
over to the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Filming begins today in Brook-
lyn on scenes depicting the abuses
at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison for
“Memorial Day,” a film backed by
REM’s Michael Stipe and the pro-
ducers of the Oscar-nominated
2004 movie “Maria Full of Grace.”

The drama-documentary fol-
lows a group of American GIs from a de-
praved holiday party — with date rape
and fraternity-style binge-drinking —
to military jails in Iraq where, accord-
ing to the film’s publicity material,
“M–16s, peer pressure, fear, sexual ob-
sessiveness, and sexual humiliation
(among the soldiers) create a giddy,
bloodthirsty, frat-house atmosphere”
where “torture is a party and partying
is war.”

“It’s sort of like ‘Girls Gone Wild’
meets Abu Ghraib,” the director, Josh
Fox, told The New York Sun. Indeed,
one of the themes of the film will be
pornography because, Mr. Fox said, the
sexual nature of the Abu Ghraib im-
ages is their true significance.

“These are by far the most-seen im-
ages from the Iraq war.When you think
about why they’re so incredibly popu-
lar — for the lack of a better word —
you have to conclude that it’s because
they are sexual. It’s not [simply] be-
cause they are horrifying,” he said.

Adapted from the dramatic perform-
ance “The Comfort and Safety of Your
Own Home,” staged by Mr. Fox’s the-
ater troupe, International WOW, in
2004, “Memorial Day” doesn’t seek to
replicate the events at Abu Ghraib so
much as explain why they happened.

“What is it about us” as Americans
“that makes us want to do these
things?” Mr. Fox asked.

With that in mind, “Memorial Day,”
Mr.Fox’s debut as a film director,has at-
tracted some prominent funders, in-
cluding Journeyman Pictures, produc-
ers of “Maria Full of Grace” and this
year’s “Half Nelson,” as well as Jim
McKay and Mr. Stipe’s C-Hundred Film
Corporation, which produced 1999’s
“American Movie” and 2004’s award-
winning “Brother to Brother.”

“It’s an amazing convergence of like
minds,” Mr. Fox said.“Michael and Jim
are incredibly great dramaturgs, advis-
ers — and very daring.”

Still, Mr. Fox has had to resort to a

mass e-mail to find extras for his
Abu Ghraib re-creation. After all,
he said,“it’s very hard to find peo-
ple who are willing to do what is in
those pictures.”

Under the heading “Get
naked for peace and justice,” the
e-mail said, “We need a few
(hundred) good men. To get
naked, put a bag on their head,
and lie around a prison for a few
hours in pools of blood and pos-
sibly in strange human pyra-
mids. While other actors smile
and make fun of you!”

Since the e-mail went out,
“we’ve gotten tons and tons of re-
sponses,” Mr. Fox said. Shooting

for those scenes begins today and con-
tinues over the next two days at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Mr.Fox said he expects the film to be
ready to make the festival rounds in
early 2007, with a tentative nationwide
release scheduled for Memorial Day.

Although International WOW is a
member of the anti-war coalition The-
aters Against War, Mr. Fox said the film
does not have an explicitly anti-war
message. It is more of a commentary on
the culture’s relationship to pornogra-
phy, he said.

“This film does not seek to condemn
Abu Ghraib as much as it seeks to ex-
plain it,” Mr. Fox said. “I wouldn’t call
this film an anti-war film. … War is one
of those things that people do, but …
the fact that porno has gone main-
stream has done a lot to the way we per-
ceive sexual relations. It’s a gigantic
change in our culture.”

In light of this,he added,“This overt-
ly sexualized torture is not a surprise.”

J O U R N E Y M A N  P I C T U R E S

SEXUALIZED TORTURE Actors perform in a scene
in which a soldier sits on a detainee’s chest.

New Film Is a Cross Between Abu Ghraib and ‘Girls Gone Wild’


