
P A G E  6 W E D N E S D AY,  N O V E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 0 6 T H E N E W Y O R K S U N

NATIONAL
Morbid Web Site Makes Amusement of Online Profiles Left Behind by the Dead

By CHANNING JOSEPH
Staff Reporter of the Sun

Fifteen-year-old Kayla Reed bared
her soul in her MySpace profile.

In it, she discussed her love of hip-
hop music, her dream of attending
beauty college, and her first thoughts
on waking in the morning — “going
back to sleep.”The teenager went on to
confess that she had been drunk before
and had shoplifted, “but it was only a
candy bar.” Eerily, Kayla’s profile even
announced that she wanted to die “in
my sleep.”

But the Livermore,Calif.,high school
student was not so fortunate. Earlier
this year, her decomposing body was
found in the San Joaquin Irrigation
Canal, seven weeks after she had been
reported missing. Her killer is still at
large.

Kayla is one of more than 1,000 de-
ceased young people whose Web pages
on the popular social-networking site
MySpace have now been archived at
MyDeathSpace.com, whose front page
promises “One death or suicide per
hour for the next 10 days!”

For each death MDS features, it
posts an obituary, a photograph, and
visitor comments about the death,
along with a link to the dead person’s
MySpace profile. Also available on the
site is an interactive map of America,

allowing visitors to find information on
deaths in any region of the country by
clicking on the skull of their choosing.

“People want to see interesting
deaths, with interesting individuals,”
MDS’s founder, Michael Patterson, told
The New York Sun.Asked if there were
any profiles that might be too embar-
rassing or undignified to use on My-
DeathSpace, Mr. Patterson responded:
“If they’re dead, they are put on the
site,” adding that the more unseemly
profiles “are more interesting.”

“If you have pictures of yourself do-
ing drugs, and you die from an over-
dose, that will be posted,” he said, per-
haps alluding to the MDS profile of 27-
year-old Adam Anderson,“a.k.a.Xanax
the Clown,”of Billings,Mont.,who died
of an apparent drug overdose in July
and whose MySpace page is replete
with drug-related imagery, from pills to
syringes.

“It was never my intention of creat-
ing a memorial site,” Mr. Patterson, a
25-year-old San Francisco paralegal,
said, though his Web site has been
sometimes incorrectly lumped in with
a growing number of spaces for online
mourning. “Sure, it says to be respect-
ful on the front page, but I didn’t want
to create another Legacy.com or Mem-
ory-of.com or one of those sites,” he
said, referring two other death-related

domains that, unlike MDS, are devoted
to paying homage to lost loved ones.

Instead, Mr. Patterson said he want-
ed his site to be a wake-up call to young
people. “I wanted kids to read about
people their age dying in drunk driving
accidents and then not have that fourth
or fifth drink that weekend when
they’re attending a party. … Teens
think they’re invincible. Looking
through the hundreds of deaths on
MDS shows you they are not,” he said.

With the proliferating number of
new social-networking Web sites, the
existence of MyDeathSpace — which
for now features only the deceased
users of MySpace and not of other net-
working sites — raises a larger ques-
tion: Do our online profiles live indefi-
nitely after we die? In some cases, the
answer is yes.

MDS is possible only because My-
Space lacks a policy of proactively re-
moving profiles created by users who
have passed away, Mr. Patterson said.

MySpace did not respond to requests
for comment for this article. However,
it seems that few similar sites are will-
ing to make the effort to sort through
sometimes millions of profiles to find
out which ones represent the dead.

A public relations and marketing
manager for another popular network-
ing domain, Friendster.com, Jeffrey

Roberto, said its policy is to leave up
any profile unless a family member re-
quests that it be removed.

“A family member must contact us
and verify that they are, in fact, a family
member,” Mr. Roberto said. “If nobody
contacts us, the profile will remain.”

The gay chat forum Adam4Adam.com
said it has a similar policy on deceased
users’ profiles.

“We deactivate them as soon as we
get notified,” a site administrator told
the Sun in an e-mail message.

Thus, despite the national press cov-
erage of the bias slaying of a 28-year-
old black gay man from Williamsburg,
Brooklyn, Michael Sandy, his Friend-
ster profile and the Adam4Adam sex
ad that ultimately connected him with
his killers are both still on the Internet.
It appears that no family member has
asked to have them taken down.

“Let’s get to know each other,”
Sandy’s Adam4Adam ad reads. “Hey,
looking for a real thing here. … Look-
ing to date Latin, Asian, Arab, or
white.”

Sandy, who died in October, used the
ad to contact four young white males
for sex. Upon meeting him, however,
they beat him and chased him onto a
highway, where he was hit by a car. His
attackers then rifled through his pock-
ets for money and abandoned him.

The dance pioneer who inspired
Madonna’s “Vogue” video, Willi Ninja,
also has a sex profile on Adam4Adam,
even though his September death also re-
ceived widespread press attention.
“Would like a partner to help finish that
dance piece in life,”Ninja’s profile reads.

Back at MyDeathSpace, Mr. Patter-
son said he has no plans to expand his

project to include profiles from sites
other than MySpace.

Asked if he would be willing to post
his own MySpace profile to MDS when
he dies, Mr. Patterson told the Sun, “I
have left specific instructions with my
Web guy to go onto my profile and
make it public if I die.”

“It would only be fair,” he added.

MYDEATHSPACE.COM Adam Anderson, 27, with his daughter in a photo fea-
tured on his MySpace pro�le. He died of an apparent drug overdose in July.

Supreme Court Will Hear Arguments
On ‘Partial-Birth’ Abortion Ban
By JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN

Staff Reporter of the Sun
The U.S. Supreme Court will hear

arguments in two cases today on the le-
gality of the federal ban on “partial-
birth” abortions.

The court is asked to decide whether
a 2003 law outlawing the procedure is
unconstitutional because it lacks an
exception for the pregnant woman’s
health. This is not a new question for
the court, which six years ago struck
down, 5–4, a Nebraska law that also
lacked a health exception.

But the Supreme Court’s roster has
changed dramatically since the court
decided Stenberg v. Carhart, the Ne-
braska case. Justice O’Connor, who
sided with the majority in the case, re-
tired this year.

Her replacement, Justice Alito,
could cast the deciding vote to uphold
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act. Al-
ternatively, Justice Kennedy may
switch from his position as a dissenter
in Stenberg to vote against the law if he
finds the question worth deciding to be
how much deference the Supreme
Court owes Congress.

In some ways, it is surprising that le-
gal observers could be most interest-
ed in Justice Kennedy’s response to
today’s arguments, which are sched-
uled to last two hours.

Justice Kennedy wrote a mournful
dissent in Stenberg, chiding the major-
ity for considering the “partial birth”
abortion procedure from the vantage
of the “abortionist” instead of from
“the perspective of a society shocked
when confronted with a new method
of ending human life.”

The “partial birth” abortion debate
returns to the Supreme Court this time
laden with constitutional questions
that were absent from Stenberg. One of
the questions is how much deference
the court must give to Congress’s find-
ing that a health exception is unneces-
sary because the procedure is never re-
quired to protect a pregnant woman.

In Stenberg, the Supreme Court did
not arrive at that conclusion.The court
could question whether Congress
chose to substitute its own constitu-

tional judgment when it should have
deferred to the court’s findings in Sten-
berg.

In cases in other areas, Justice
Kennedy has carefully protected the
court’s role as the arbiter of the Consti-
tution.

In an effort to cast doubt on the in-
tegrity of Congress’s findings, 52 mem-
bers of Congress who oppose the feder-
al ban submitted an amicus brief say-
ing that Congress’s investigation of
medical data was results-driven.

“The decision to omit a health ex-
ception was not based on any interven-
ing change in medical fact, but found-
ed upon a desire to challenge the pre-
vailing constitutional standard that
Stenberg affirmed,” the brief reads.

Whether “partial birth” abortions
are ever called for to preserve the
health of the pregnant woman is debat-
ed by both sides. So is the precise defi-
nition of “partial birth” abortions and
the frequency with which they are per-
formed.

Whether the court is inclined to take
offense at Congress’s efforts to write
over Stenberg is uncertain. There is
nothing necessarily illegitimate with
Congress asking the court to take a sec-
ond look at a issue, one observer, law
professor Eugene Volokh at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles,
said.

Also, the Supreme Court may be in-
clined to give more deference to a law
of Congress than the laws of state leg-
islatures, Mr.Volokh said.

The deciding factor, legal observers
say, could be more mundane: a court
takes its precedent seriously and is
hesitant to overturn itself.

With that in mind, attorneys for
Planned Parenthood Federation of
America submitted a brief to the
court, urging the justices to stand by
Stenberg “regardless of whether a ma-
jority of this court agreed” with that
decision.

The two cases are Gonzales v.
Planned Parenthood and Gonzales v.
Carhart.Both federal appeals courts to
have heard one of the cases ruled the
federal ban was unconstitutional.

Pop Singer Britney Spears Files for a Divorce
By JEREMIAH MARQUEZ 

LOS ANGELES — Britney Spears is
saying bye-bye to K-Fed.

The pop princess filed for divorce
yesterday from her husband, Kevin
Federline, who is a former backup
dancer and aspiring rapper.

The Los Angeles County Superior
Court filing cites “irreconcilable differ-
ences,” a court spokeswoman, Kathy
Roberts, said.

Ms.Spears,24,married rapper Kevin
Federline, 28, in 2004. They have a 1-
year-old son, Sean Preston, and an in-
fant son who was born September 12.
The divorce papers identify the baby as
Jayden James Federline.

A message left with Ms. Spears’s at-
torney, Laura Wasser, was not immedi-
ately returned.

Ms. Spears married Mr. Federline
eight months after ending a 55-hour
Las Vegas marriage to her childhood
friend, Jason Alexander. Her second
marriage has provided endless fodder
for tabloids, which have speculated fre-

quently that the union was in trouble.
Mr. Federline’s attorney, Mark Vin-

cent Kaplan, issued a statement declin-
ing comment.

“There is no statement at this time
as requested by Mark’s client, Kevin
Federline,” a spokesman for Mr. Ka-
plan, Michael Sands, said.

In the divorce papers, Ms. Spears
asks for custody of the couple’s two
children, with visitation rights for
Mr. Federline.The filing lists as sepa-
rate property, and thereby off-limits
to Mr. Federline, “miscellaneous jew-
elry and other personal affects,”
earnings, and other assets to be de-
termined later.

The filing comes just a day after Ms.
Spears, back in shape after the birth of
her second child, made a surprise ap-
pearance on David Letterman’s “Late
Show” in New York by popping up be-
hind him as he was sitting at his desk.

Mr. Federline appeared in the movie
“You Got Served” and performed as a
backup dancer for Ms. Spears’s former

boyfriend, singer Justin Timberlake.
He was previously involved with ac-
tress Shar Jackson of TV’s “Moesha.”
Mr.Federline and Ms.Jackson have two
children.

Born in Kentwood, La., in 1981, Ms.
Spears got her first taste of fame at age
11 when she joined the “New Mickey
Mouse Club” TV show. Her fellow
Mouseketeers included future super-
stars Justin Timberlake and Christina
Aguilera.

Five years after leaving the show, she
released her debut album, “Baby One
More Time.” In the video for the title
track, Ms. Spears dressed provocatively
in a school uniform and cemented her
reputation as a sex symbol.Yet, through-
out a years-long romance with Mr. Tim-
berlake, Ms. Spears always proclaimed
her chastity.

By 2003, she had fully embraced her
sex-charged image, sharing an open-
mouthed kiss with Madonna during the
MTV Video Music Awards.

— Associated Press
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KISS GOODBYE Spears and Federline
smooch at a 2004 awards ceremony. 

By STEPHEN MILLER
Staff Reporter of the Sun

Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber, who
died yesterday at 82, based his French
newsweekly L’Express on the model of
Time and Newsweek, and wrote books
urging France to emulate America in
politics and economics.

In “The American Challenge”
(1967), he called for “discriminating
Americanization” that would produce
something like a United States of Eu-
rope.The book was a surprise best-sell-
er, with more than 600,000 copies sold
in France alone.

Servan-Schreiber revived and led
the Radical Socialist party, and for
many years represented Nancy, the
capital of Lorraine. In 1974, the newly
elected president, Giscard d’Estaing,
appointed him minister of reform. But
Servan-Schreiber came out against the
new government’s revival of nuclear
weapons testing in the South Seas and
lasted a mere 12 days in the job.

In 1980, he published “The World
Challenge,” a sweeping analysis of
macroeconomic and social trends that
predicted a global conflict between the
first world and a coalition of develop-
ing and Arab nations over technology
and oil. In a withering review, a former
undersecretary of state, George Ball,
complained that Servan-Schreiber’s
“miscellany of historical events seems
to have been chosen more because of
people he has met than because of any
necessary relevance to the thesis of his
book.” He also disliked the tone and
complained: “The author has been
shouting at me for almost 300 pages.”

Born in 1924, Servan-Schreiber was
the son of the founder of Les Echoes, a
financial newspaper. He escaped from
France during World War II and trained
as a fighter pilot in America, a period
that seems to have kindled a love affair
for the nation. He was a decorated flier
in the Free French Forces.

After the war,he contributed to Time
and the International Herald-Tribune.
In 1953, he was named diplomatic edi-
tor of Le Monde. The same year, he
founded L’Express as a free insert to Les
Echoes. L’Express soon became an inde-
pendent newsweekly, known for its
somewhat leftist politics that neverthe-
less included support for America dur-
ing the Cold War and of France’s pull-
out from its colonies.

He put John F. Kennedy on the cover
of the magazine in the 1950s, long be-
fore his election as president, and he
traveled to meet with Kennedy several
times while the latter was in office, his

son told the Associated Press.
Servan-Schreiber worked as an assis-

tant to Prime Minister Pierre Mendes
France in the 1950s, and he attended
peace talks with Ho Chi Minh that led
to the establishment of North Vietnam.
In 1956, he was drafted into the French
army and served in Algeria. L’Express
later became a leader in exposing
atrocities committed against the

rebels.
Servan-Schreiber’s political in-

volvement came after he wrote “The
Spirit of May” (1968) and “The Radi-
cal Alternative” (1970), in which he
proposed American-style decentral-
ization as an alternative to the French
model, in which government was con-
centrated in Paris. He ran an Ameri-
can-style campaign featuring televi-
sion ads, then a rarity in France.
Among the planks of the Radical So-
cialist party was the elimination of
private inheritance and the reform of
national service.

He sold L’Express in 1977,wrote “The
World Challenge,” and opened a Paris
think tank, the World Center for Infor-
matics and Human Resources. He later
moved to America, where he became a
resident at Carnegie Mellon University
in Pittsburgh.

In a 1982 interview with Computer-
world magazine, he predicted that ro-
bots would do most work in the future,
and that all information would soon be
at everyone’s fingertips via computers
in something he called “a worldwide
network of knowledge.”

He also said he thought America
would soon become a noncapitalist na-
tion. “They are like European soci-
eties,” he explained. “The do not re-
spect the past.”

President Chirac saluted Servan-
Schreiber yesterday with a statement:
“One life wasn’t enough to contain his
energy, creativity, and enthusiasm, so
he forged multiple destinies.”
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Buddy Killen, 73, Nashville Music Promoter
Buddy Killen, a music publisher,

songwriter and record producer who
helped launch the careers of Dolly
Parton and Bill Anderson, died Octo-
ber 25. He was 73.

In 1951, Killen joined forces with
Jack Stapp, founder of Tree Interna-
tional, to create a music publishing
firm that grew into an empire. He re-
cruited such songwriters as Parton
and Roger Miller. He sold it in 1989 to
CBS, now Sony/ATV, then created his
own company, the Killen Music
Group.

As a record producer, he worked
with Parton, Miller, Jerry Lee Lewis,
Joe Tex, Dottie West, George Jones,
Carol Channing and Fats Domino.

Killen himself wrote dozens of hits.
His most recorded was “Forever,” a
hit for the Little Dippers in 1960. Con-

way Twitty had a no. 1 country hit in
1979 with Killen’s “I May Never Get
to Heaven” and Buck Owens hit no. 1
with “Open Up Your Heart” in 1966.

“He was one of the very first people
to see my dream. And not only did he
see it, he tried to help make it come
true,” Ms. Parton said in a statement.
Referring to one of her most famous
songs, she added, “Buddy, I will al-
ways love you.”

Parton was 15 when Killen pro-
duced her first record, and even
played bass on it.

He started his music career playing
bass at the Grand Ole Opry music
hall. He went on to work numerous
road shows with Hank Williams Sr.,
Eddy Arnold, Jim Reeves, and Ray
Price.

— Associated Press
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High Court Spares
California Arsonist
A Death Sentence

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
WASHINGTON — A Los Angeles

murderer who burned down the house
of his therapist and killed her husband
in the blaze 24 years ago has been
spared a death sentence.

On Monday, the Supreme Court re-
fused a plea from state prosecutors to a
review a ruling of the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals that overturned
William Clark’s death sentence for
murder and arson.

The court’s action leaves intact
Clark’s conviction for first-degree mur-
der, attempted murder, and arson,
meaning he likely will remain in
prison.

“I’m disappointed that the Supreme
Court refused to hear the appeal. This
was a carefully calculated, cold-blood-
ed, horrific murder, and there was nev-
er any doubt about the defendant’s
guilt,” a deputy attorney general in Los
Angeles, Scott Taryle, said.

The state and the 9th Circuit Court
disagreed over whether the arson in
this case qualified as a “special circum-
stance” that made Clark eligible for
the death penalty.

In 1982, Clark was angry at his ther-
apist,Asa Gawronski, after she refused
to continue to counsel him. He concoct-
ed a plot to set her west Los Angeles
home ablaze, and then to shoot and kill
her husband when he fled the fire.

In the early morning hours of Janu-
ary 6, Clark threw a bucket of gasoline
and highway flares into the house. But
rather than escaping, David Gawronski
was badly burned and died eight days
later. His wife suffered severe burns
but survived. Clark surrendered to po-
lice the next day and confessed. At his
trial, Clark took the witness stand and
explained that his plan had gone awry.
Shortly after throwing the gasoline into
the house, he heard screams and deter-
mined he had set the bedroom ablaze.

“I realized at that point that I was not
going to do what I’d set out to do specif-
ically,” Clark said. His plan to shoot the
fleeing husband “was no longer opera-
ble,” he explained. So, he went to the
other side of the house and ignited a
gasoline fire there, trapping the couple
in the burning house.

A jury convicted Clark of murder
and attempted murder. And after find-
ing him guilty of the “special circum-
stance” of an arson-murder, the jury
said he should be sentenced to death.

The California Supreme Court up-
held Clark’s conviction and death sen-
tence, as did a federal judge.

In March, however, a three-judge
panel of the 9th Circuit reversed the
death sentence.

— Los Angeles Times

Mexican Farmhands Cite Faults
In U.S. Guest Worker Program

By LEE ROMNEY
TULELAKE, Calif. — The ad in his

hometown newspaper was enticing, the
meeting with a company recruiter even
more so.

For six to eight weeks of strawberry
work, Ricardo Valle and his wife, Ana
Luisa Salinas, would get good pay, free
transportation to and from Mexico,three
daily meals — even a little “cabanita”
with a kitchenette that they would share
with another couple.

Like many of the 250 Mexicans on
American guest-worker visas who arrived
September 22 at this lonely post near the
Oregon border, Mr.Valle and Ms. Salinas
did the math: In the contract period
promised, they could make more than
they would in a year and a half in Nogales,
Mexico. Mr. Valle quit his maquiladora
job where for a dozen years he had assem-
bled electric curtain motors.

As strict immigration enforcement
limits the pool of available farmhands,
growers are clamoring to expand the
American guest-worker program. But
the experience of the workers, whose
contract ended last week, offers a rare
look at the system’s pitfalls.

In interviews and legal declarations,
dozens of workers have said they went
hungry not just on the bus north but in
the weeks that followed.

Instead of cabanitas,they got crowded
dorms. They were also paid less than
they’d been told — and than the law re-
quired — for a shorter period than prom-
ised.

“From the moment we got on the bus
in Nogales, we knew they were feeding
us lies,” Mr.Valle, 52, said as he tended
to his sick wife in a cramped dormitory
set up in an exhibition hall on the coun-
ty fairgrounds here.

On the bus,he said,“they gave us a liq-
uid diet — pure water — for 24 hours.
Those who had money could eat.The rest
of us, we ate air.”

After they arrived in Tulelake, the
workers said, they found out their con-
tract term had been cut nearly in half, to
just over a month. Furthermore, they
were required to trim 1,025 strawberry
plants an hour. Without farm experi-
ence, meeting the goal proved so gruel-
ing that they worked through breaks and
lunchtime. Many failed and quit. Others
were fired. Soon, only a little over half
the original workforce was left.

The employer,Sierra-Cascade Nursery
of Susanville,Calif.ornia,is now under in-
vestigation by the U.S. Department of
Labor, which oversees the guest-worker
program. California’s Department of In-
dustrial Relations also has ordered the
company to correct numerous wage vio-
lations, and conduct a self-audit.

And, responding to an emergency re-
quest by attorneys for the nonprofit ad-
vocacy group California Rural Legal As-
sistance, a federal judge in October or-
dered Sierra-Cascade to make meals
more nutritious, give workers more liv-
ing space and heat the fairgrounds’
frigid shower rooms.

— Associated Press


