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about their national political ambi-
tions. Senator Clinton was quizzed
about her political future at a monthly
Association for a Better New York
breakfast.

Mrs. Clinton seemed to relish the
question, and began her answer with,
“Well …”— the pregnant pause she’s of-
ten nursed when asked about the presi-
dency.“I am going to think about the fu-
ture,” Mrs. Clinton said. “I have not
made any decisions. I have no plans.”

While using many vague terms, such
as “plans,” “thoughts,” “opportuni-
ties,” “possibilities.,” “the future,” and
“it,” she avoided two concrete terms:
“presidency” and “the White House.”

Before she was asked about the pres-
idency, the association’s chairman,
William Rudin,told a story about an an-
cestor of Mrs. Clinton, Hugh Rodham,
immigrating to Lower Manhattan in
the 1880s. Later, Mrs. Clinton spoke of
Rodham toiling six days a week, even-
tually becoming a foreman and dress-
ing every day in suspenders and wear-
ing a prized gold watch.

Mr. Rudin’s story couldn’t have been
more politically poignant if Mrs. Clin-

ton own campaign strategists wrote it.
It was like Mrs. Clinton was describing
a place called Hope — the storybook
narrative of her husband’s hometown
in Arkansas that helped catapult him
into national prominence.

The story of Rodham is the Ameri-
can dream, and Mrs. Clinton said she
was touched by the “flood of memo-
ries” Mr. Rudin evoked. She said Rod-
ham’s “wonderful, gentle soul” went
right to her heart.

With the midterm elections now be-
hind her, Mrs. Clinton said she finally
has time to think through the presiden-
tial thoughts in her head.

“I’m open to thoughts,” she said, be-
fore trailing off to audience laughter,
“so anybody who has any. …”

As if the news about Mr.Giuliani and
Mrs. Clinton weren’t enough, Governor
Pataki said yesterday at a ground-
breaking ceremony for a new Mets sta-
dium in Queens that “now’s the time to
look the future,” an oblique reference
to his White House prospects, adding
that he wants to be “part of the nation-
al dialogue.”

“Well, January 1st, as I’ve said to
Fred Wilpon,”Mr.Pataki said,referring

to the Mets owner, “I am a free agent.”
The big news, however, was Mr. Giu-

liani’s move to formalize his pre-candi-
dacy. The Democratic National Com-
mittee promptly issued a statement
that said: “It’s unclear whether or not
Rudy Giuliani will be able to just ‘ex-
plain away’ the fact that he’s consis-
tently taken positions that are com-
pletely opposite to the conservative Re-
publican base on issues they hold near
and dear.” The statement was attrib-
uted to the DNC’s communications di-
rector, Karen Finney. “Throughout his
career Giuliani has tried to paint him-
self as a moderate,but now that he’s vy-
ing for his party’s nomination will he
undergo an extreme makeover in an at-
tempt to cozy up to the far-right?” she
was quoted as saying in the DNC’s
statement.

It quoted U.S. News and World Re-
port as saying that Mr. Giuliani was a
registered Democrat for much of his
life, having registered as such and even
serving as a party committeeman on
Long Island when he was 21. It also
cites CNN reports that quote him as
saying, “I’m pro-choice” and voicing
support over the years for gay rights.
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City Seeks To Block Health Insurers’ Merger
By JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN

Staff Reporter of the Sun
The city has filed an anti-trust law-

suit to block the merger of two of New
York’s largest health insurers, claiming
the resulting monopoly could cost the
city tens of millions of dollars more in
insurance premiums.

The insurers, Health Insurance Plan
of Greater New York and Group Health
Incorporated, provide low-cost cover-
age to the overwhelming majority of
municipal employees. The insurance
policies, which do not require employ-
ee payroll deductions, cover nearly
453,000 city employees and retirees,ac-
cording to the legal complaint. The
companies are nonprofits.

The city has asked a federal judge,
Kenneth Karas of U.S. District Court in
Manhattan, to block the merger under
federal and state anti-trust acts. Argu-
ments for a temporary injunction to
block the merger take place this morn-
ing. The merger, announced in 2005, is
scheduled to go through tomorrow.

The merger has the approval of the
state’s Department of Insurance and
the Department of Health.The U.S.De-
partment of Justice has also signed off
on it, a spokeswoman for Group Health
Incorporated, Ilene Margolin, said.

City lawyers say the resulting busi-
ness would have no competition and
could raise prices without losing cus-
tomers. The companies have stated
their intention to become profit-mak-
ing entities, city lawyers say, which
would require action by the Legisla-
ture.

“Under the monopoly conditions
that would follow the merger, it can be
presumed that the merged entity will
raise its prices in the low-cost munici-
pal health benefits market to extra-
competitive levels for a period of more
than one year,” an affidavit filed in
court by a city attorney,John Low-Beer,
said.

The city will pay about $3.1 billion
for health insurance in the coming fis-
cal year, according to the court filings.

A monopoly low-cost insurance
provider could cost the city tens of mil-
lions, if not hundreds of millions,of dol-
lars more,according to the city’s filings.
If the premiums increase a single per-
centage it costs the city $27.5 million a
year, according to Mr. Low-Beer.

The proposed merger would create
the largest health insurer based in New
York State, with 4 million customers in
the metropolitan area, according to a
September 2005 press release an-
nouncing the merger. The combined
company’s revenue would be more than
$7 billion.

The city has been in lengthy discus-
sions with the two companies before fil-
ing the lawsuit, city officials said.

“There were discussions about a
number of steps we might take to as-
sure them there would be enough
scrutiny to keep premium increases to
a minimum,” Ms. Margolin said, refer-
ring to the city. “We were very disap-
pointed when they decided to go to
court.”

M AT T  H O U ST O N /A P

OFF AND RUNNING Mayor Giuliani took the first step in a 2008 presidential bid yesterday when he filed papers to estab-
lish a New York-based exploratory committee that would allow him to raise money to explore a White House run.

KO N R A D  F I E D L E R  

DIGGING OUT The Navy began early yesterday dredging up the muck that is preventing the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid
from sailing to New Jersey for planned repairs. The process is expected to take weeks, but after last week’s disappoint-
ing ceremony — in which politicians, dignitaries, and even a former (now elderly) Intrepid commander watched helpless-
ly as engineers and sailors tried unsuccessfully to extricate the ship from the bottom of the Hudson River in time to hon-
or the armed forces on Veterans Day — the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum staff says it is not offering any firm dead-
lines. Above, a vessel lifts mud from the river and prepares to dump it into a large container to be carted away. The Navy
volunteered to help the Intrepid foundation several days after last week’s ceremony, and Intrepid president Bill White
said the organization would try to repay the Navy’s estimated $3 million cost to finish the dredging. 

Giuliani Readies His 2008 Campaign 

Parents Decry Proposal To Add Older Students to Mix
Harlem Elementary School Would House Secondary Students

By SARAH GARLAND
Staff Reporter of the Sun

Parents at a Harlem elementary school
are protesting the education depart-
ment’s decision to place a Columbia Uni-
versity-affiliated public secondary school
in their building starting next year.

Education officials said they chose
P.S. 36 to house the Columbia Sec-
ondary School of Math,Science and En-
gineering because the elementary
school’s population is 300 students be-
low capacity. But some parents at P.S.
36, which serves pre-kindergarten to
second grade, say the school doesn’t
have room for the older students.They
promised to fight back against the pro-
posal at a meeting tonight with depart-
ment and university officials.

“This is an early childhood school,
this is a little people school.They’re not
comfortable with sixth grade being
here with their little ones,” the school’s
Parent Teacher Association president,
Kim Wynn, said, of the parent reaction.
“They want to know why they can’t
build a building somewhere else in-
stead of taking up the space we need.”

Carmen Perez, an alumnus of P.S. 36
and a community liaison for Assembly-
man Keith Wright, is organizing a peti-
tion against the new school.

“It’s insane what they’re proposing,”
she said. “I saw that the parents had
protested vigorously and won.”

She was referring to parent groups at
two public schools who fought
Bloomberg administration proposals to
install charter schools in their build-
ings last year. Parents at the New Ex-
plorations into Science, Technology
and Math School on the Lower East
Side and P.S. 154 in Harlem won bitter,

public campaigns to keep new schools
out of their buildings, and the prelimi-
nary reaction of parents at P.S. 36 has
raised the specter of a similar battle.

Currently, 600 city schools don’t have
a building all to themselves, a number
that has gone up under Bloomberg ad-
ministration efforts to create more small
schools around the city. In a letter to
principals last month, the schools chan-
cellor,Joel Klein,wrote that the number
would probably continue to increase.

“It’s our obligation to use all DOE
space to the benefit as many students
as possible,” a Department of Educa-
tion spokeswoman, Kelly Devers
Franklin, said.

To the parents’ worry that mixing the old-
er and younger students would be harmful
to the younger ones, Ms. Devers Franklin
said,“It’s actually a model researchers have
found is good for kids,”she said.

The Columbia school’s principal,
Jose Maldonado, is cutting a trip to
Puerto Rico short to fly back for the
meeting with parents.

“I’m more than willing and eager to
make both schools the best they possi-
bly can be,” he said, adding that he has
already begun talking to the principal
of P.S.36 about how the two schools can
work together.

The secondary school is a public
school, but Columbia has promised to
provide its building. The secondary
school’s timetable for moving out de-
pends on whether and how soon Co-
lumbia is able to build on the plot of
land intended for the school at the cor-
ner of 125th Street and Broadway, how-
ever. The proposed spot is currently
home to a McDonald’s and a part of the
university’s planned expansion of its

campus into Manhattanville. The ex-
pansion project has yet to be approved
by the city,but Columbia has said it will
build the new school building else-
where if necessary.

In its first year at P.S. 36, the second-
ary school will serve a sixth grade class
of 100 students and will add an addi-
tional grade each year until it reaches
twelfth grade.A flyer sent to P.S.36 par-
ents last week said the elementary
school has room for 300 extra students
and said the “projected time for com-
pletion of a new building is 3-6 years.”

Civil Rights Group Will Train Radicals
In How To Get Their Government Files

By CHANNING JOSEPH
Staff Reporter of the Sun

The New York Civil Liberties Union,
in what it says is an effort to expose pos-
sible government spying on law-abid-
ing activists, is starting a campaign to
teach “radical” activist groups how to
obtain their own government surveil-
lance files from the FBI, Pentagon, and
New York City Police Department
through the use of federal Freedom of
Information Act and local Freedom of
Information law requests.

Some critics are saying the program
could interfere with law enforcement
activity and may even inadvertently
help extremists who use legitimate
protest groups as cover for terrorist ac-
tivities.

The campaign,called “Spy Files,”was
described in an e-mail message from an
NYCLU field organizer, Ari Rosmarin.
The electronic message, obtained by
The New York Sun, invited activist
groups at several area universities to a
training session being held at the NY-
CLU offices tomorrow evening. The e-
mail urges recipients to forward the in-
vitation to “as many radical/environ-
mental/peace/arab-muslim-south-
asian/dissent groups as you can think
of.” Although the message specifically
refers to peace groups, it does not spec-
ify that only peaceful groups are wel-
come.

“We feel that organizations have a
right to know,” the field director and
legislative counsel at the NYCLU, Udi
Ofer, said. “Political dissent is one of
the most fundamental rights of anyone
living in the United States. … We’re
very concerned that government is us-
ing its precious resources to spy on peo-
ple based on their First Amendment ac-
tivities.”

Mr. Ofer cites specific incidents in
the past few years in which the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union was able to
obtain documents or videotapes con-
firming that the government had mon-
itored activist groups, including the
Rhode Island Community Coalition for
Peace; the Quaker group American
Friends Service Committee, and the
Broward Anti-war Coalition of Florida.

About a dozen organizations will be
in attendance at tomorrow’s training,
ranging from civil rights to anti-war

groups, Mr. Ofer said, but he declined
to disclose their names due to what he
said were privacy concerns.

Upon learning of the NYCLU pro-
gram,a homeland security fellow at the
Manhattan Institute, Michael Barrett,
said “Spy Files”itself could be uninten-
tionally giving aid to extremists by
thwarting law enforcement’s ability to
secretly monitor groups of interest.

“Anything that has the potential to
impede legitimate law enforcement ac-
tivities has the potential to help terror-
ists,” he said. “It’s naïve to say, ‘It’s a
nonprofit, or it’s an activist group, so
there’s no danger.’ … Even if the organ-
ization is not involved” in terrorist ac-
tivities,“a small swath of people in that
organization may be involved.”

And “if you haven’t done anything
wrong,” Mr. Barrett said, “that actually
helps to free you up from suspicion.”

However, a student activist at New
York University who fears that the gov-
ernment is monitoring his activities,Jor-
dan Dunn,told the Sun in an e-mail mes-
sage, “While it’s true that I don’t have
anything to hide,I still find this”govern-
ment surveillance “objectionable.”

Mr. Dunn, who is president of NYU’s
Middle East Dialogue Group, “which
works to promote peaceful co-exis-
tence between Arabs and Jews and to
maintain friendly campus relations,”
said,“I’m sure that simply by e-mailing
the leaders of Arab groups on campus,
I’ve subjected myself to warrantless
snooping.”

Mr. Dunn said his fears were justi-
fied when in April a freedom of infor-
mation request showed that the De-
fense Department had monitored an
NYU law school gay and lesbian group
called OUTLaw,as well as other groups
at universities in California, for their
planned protests of campus military re-
cruitment.

“It’s clear that the Department of
Defense is abusing powers it’s gained
since 9/11 by monitoring groups like
OUTLaw who pose no terrorist threat
whatsoever. … The Department of De-
fense is simply monitoring any kind of
dissent. Not only is this dangerous to
our freedom of speech, this is a waste of
millions of tax dollars that could be put
to much better use in the war of terror,”
Mr. Dunn said.

Save Our Ship

Brooklyn Boy, 9,
Is Found Dead

Authorities are investigating the
death of Knil Jean Noel, a 9-year-old
Brooklyn boy who was discovered dead
yesterday afternoon, police said. Ac-
cording to police,the boy’s father found
his son unconscious around 4:45 p.m.
inside a third-floor apartment on
Brooklyn Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant. However, police said a 911
caller reported hearing the father
scream that his son was dead and that
the child’s body was cold. According to
police, the boy was supposedly in his
mother’s care prior to his death, al-
though they said she was not home last
night. Last night, police did not associ-
ate her with potential foul play, al-
though they indicated they were look-
ing for her.

— Special to the Sun

Goya Stolen
En Route

To Guggenheim 
GOYA continued from page 1
which was stolen twice, have typically
gone underground for several years be-
fore resurfacing. Because a stolen
painting is immediately entered into
international lists of stolen art and sent
out by Interpol to police agencies
across the world in an alert, thieves
face great risk in selling the painting
immediately.

“Children with a Cart” has been in
the Toledo Museum of Art’s collection
since 1959, when it was acquired from
the Wildenstein & Co. gallery in New
York, according to the painting’s muse-
um provenance.

The painting, which depicts four
children playing with a flute, drum,
and cart under a tree, was one of
Goya’s earlier works. It was created as
a tapestry cartoon for the Royal Ta-
pestry Factory at Santa Bárbara,
Spain. After being held for nearly 70
years at the factory, the painting was
transferred to Royal Palace of
Madrid, the provenance says. It was
then thought to have transferred to a
London dealer, C. Marshall Spink, and
Philip Hofer in Boston.

Goya’s work for the Royal Tapestry
Factory typically depicted “leisure ac-
tivities of the rich, poor, young, and
old” in a “playful, Rococo” style, ac-
cording to an article on Goya and the
Spanish Enlightenment on the Metro-
politan Museum of Art’s Web site.

The Guggenheim exhibit that
planned to include “Children with a
Cart” is “a large-scale exhibition focus-
ing on key Spanish artists of the last
five centuries,” according to a press re-
lease. Along with the Goya painting,
134 paintings from El Greco, Diego
Velázquez , Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró,
and Salvador Dalí will be included in
the show, which “will explore distinc-
tive Spanish treatments of subject mat-
ter from history, religion, mythology
and everyday life,” according to the re-
lease.

Anyone with information leading to
the whereabouts of the painting should
call the Philadelphia Division of the FBI
at 215-418-4000.


